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Quiz Activity Module  
 

This document addresses a set of frequently asked questions that may occur when using the Moodle 

Quiz activity. 

At the end of this document, you can also find some Moodle documentation recommended for 

further reading. 
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1. What is the Quiz activity module  
 

The Quiz activity module allows you to create and configure questionnaires based on the subject 

questions’ database previously saved in the Moodle. This activity comprises two parts: a 

configuration page or 'cover' where the criterion for the questionnaire is defined and another part to 

add questions. Questions can be reused in multiple quizzes. 

To add a Quiz in Moodle, the instructor needs to: 

1. Log in to the page of the subject and enable “edit mode” 

2. In the desired topic, choose “add one activity” and select the Quiz activity 

3. Assign a name to the Quiz activity   

4. Save changes 

After these 4 steps, the Quiz is added to the moodle page. Then itis necessary to proceed to its 

parameterization/configuration.  

The questionnaires’ configuration includes, among other things, the definition of the availability 

interval and the duration of the Quiz, the type of questions, its classification, the presentation of the 

review, as well as some safety definitions, which will be discussed in detail below. 

 

2. Pre-defined settings for questionnaires 
 

If you don’t change anything in the Quiz setup page (that is, ‘the cover’), your Quiz will work like this: 

-It will not have a time limit and the students will be able to do it as many times as they 

want, being registered the classification of the best attempt; 

-Each question will be on a different page and the students will be able to freely move 

between previous and next questions; 

- Students get the score and feedback after completing the questionnaire. 

To change some of these settings, please continue to the next section. 

3. Good practices in Quiz settings: 
 

3.1. Adding a new Quiz 

□ Name:    Assign a name 

                     

□ Description:  If you desire, add a description to inform the students about the 

questionnaire topic. 
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3.2. Setting Timing parameters  
 

When you set a date for opening and closing the questionnaire with a time limit, it means that: 

the questionnaire is available from the defined date and the student can start the activity until 

the closing time. The questionnaire will be limited by the value set in the time limit. 

The configuration “When time expires” defines how the system will operate when the time limit 

is reached. By default, the questionnaire is not submitted automatically. It is suggested to 

choose the option “Open attempts are submitted automatically” so, at the end of the time if the 

student did not submit the questionnaire, it is automatically submitted by the system.  

 

 

Options to validate: 

□ Open the Quiz:   set time interval*** 

□ Close the Quiz:  set time interval*** 

□ Time limit:   set duration*** 

□ When time expires:  Open attempts are submitted automatically 

Note *** : It was verified by DSI in past academic years that quizzes might experience  interruptions 

or service conditioning when the ratio presented below is not respected. DSI strongly advises to 

strictly respect it 

                                            [Number of students/ (time interval/time limit) ] < 120   

 

Example1: Quiz with a time limit of 15 minutes, which starts at 14:30 and ends at 15:00 for 200 

students that give: parameters are being properly defined.  

[200 / ( 30 /15) ] = 100  < 120 

Example 2 Quiz with a time limit of 15 minutes, which starts at 14:30 and ends at 14:45 for 200 

students that gives: : these parameters are likely to induce a service interruption or service 

conditioning. 

[200 / ( 15 /15) ] = 200  > 120 

Suggestion: The questionnaire must be parameterized with time limit, in an interval superior to the 

time limit set for the test, in order to respect the ratio indicated. 
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3.3. Grade definition   
In this section is defined the evaluation and the number of allowed attempts for each student. 

 

 
 

Options to validate: 

□ Attempts allowed:   Set numbers of attempts 

                                            

 

3.4. Setting Layout characteristics 
In this section we can set pagination and the navigation method of the questionnaire. 

When the method of sequential navigation is active, the students follow the questionnaire 

without the possibility of returning to previous pages. 

 

Options to validate: 

□ New page:   Set number of questions per page 

                                            

□ Navigation method:  Sequential  

 

3.5. Defining questions behaviour 
In this section we can set the behaviour of the questions of the questionnaire. If the 

configuration “Shuffle within questions” = Yes is chosen, the system will randomly shuffle the 

answers on each attempt (in the case of questions with multiple answers or correspondence). 

The configuration “How questions behave” = Deferred feedback, allows the student to obtain 

feedback during the questionnaire. 
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Sugestão-Devem-se validar as seguintes opções: 

□ Shuffle within questions:  Yes 

□ How questions behave:  Deferred feedback 

 

3.6. Review options 
This section defines the options presented to the students in the test review.  

 

 

Options to validate: 

 

□ Submit test review?   

If you want to display the results to the students only when the Quiz ends/closes, you 

should guarantee that only the column “After the quiz is closed” options are selected. 

□ Do not submit test review and just present the classification?   

If you want to present the classification without the test review, you must ensure that 

no option is selected, with the exception of option related with “Marks”. 

 

3.7. Extra restrictions on attempts 
In this section you can set a password to restrict access to the questionnaire, such as a list of IP 

addresses allowed. The restriction to IP addresses only ensures that the questionnaire is 

accessed via authorized IP, does not guarantee who is the person who is taking the 

questionnaire. 
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Options to validate: 

 

□ Require password:  If you set a password to access, it must be removed 

before the opening of the test or you will have to inform the students about the 

password 

. 

 

□ Require network address:  You can ask DSI, via Helpdesk system, to be provided 

information about the network IP addresses on UCP Lisboa (wireless network, cable 

network). 

 

 

3.8. Common module settings 
This section defines the availability (show or hide) of the questionnaire to students, as well as 

the parameterization if the questionnaires are answered in groups. 

 

Options to validate: 

□ Availability: Show on course page   

The Quiz should be available to students (visible) prior to the start time. 
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3.9. Restrict access 
This section defines access rules to the questionnaire. We can add restrictions by date, grade, 

group/class, student number, among others. 

 

 

 

 

 

Options to validate: 

 

□ Access restrictions_ DATE:  if it is used, validate if the questionnaire is available 

before the scheduled start time in the Timing section.  
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4. Information on Quiz: before, during and after 
 

When you consult the Quiz, the information is contextualized according to the settings and the stage  

the quiz is in. You can find some examples in the following three sections: 

4.1. Before the Quiz: 

 

4.2. During the Quiz: 

 

During the quiz you can track the performance of students in the activity. If you click on the number 

of attempts you consult the report: 

The Quiz is hidden 

on the page 

 

Require network 

address it is active 
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4.3. Activity report exemple  
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5. Good practices using the Quiz: 
 

- It is important the running of a trial session. This will be useful to check the compliance of the 

equipment (with particular importance in the case of using equipment of the students), as well as 

the defined settings. 

- It is extremely relevant the validation of the ratio [number of students/(time interval/time limit)] 

< 120 having in mind that the value is 120 for the total of the Quiz made in Moodle at the same 

moment. 

- In the case of quizzes which time limit is equal to or less than 30min, you must inform its 

scheduling to DSI through Helpdesk system at least two weeks in advance, ideally prior to 

divulgation of the calendar to the participants. This is for evaluation of possible overlap with other 

subjects. 

- In case of overlap in the time of Quiz activities in different subjects, which as a whole exceed the 

recommended ratio, the last Quiz marked will be inhibited and teachers emailed to Quiz 

reschedule. 

 

6. Recommended readings 
 

Some further readings about this topic. 

https://docs.moodle.org/35/en/Using_Quiz 

https://docs.moodle.org/35/en/Quiz_quick_guide 

https://docs.moodle.org/35/en/Effective_quiz_practices 
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